May 18!, 2023 — Feast of St. Joseph the Worker

José amaba a Jesus como un padre ama a su hijo y le demostré su amor dandole lo
mejor que podia. San José hizo de Jesus un artesano. Le ensefié su propia habilidad
profesional. Por eso, los vecinos de Nazaret llamaran a Jesus a la vez el artesano y el
hijo del artesano. Jesus trabajaba en el taller de José y al lado de José.

Piénsalo... ¢ Como debio de ser José? jComo debiod de obrar la gracia de Dios a traves
de él para que fuera capaz de completar la tarea de resucitar a Jesus, el Hijo de Dios!
Jesus debi6 parecerse a José: en su forma de trabajar, en los rasgos de su caracter, en
su manera de hablar. El modo de pensar de Jesus, su 0jo para los detalles, su manera
de sentarse a la mesa y partir el pan, su preferencia por utilizar situaciones cotidianas
para ensefiar la fe... todo ello refleja su infancia y la influencia de José. No es posible
ignorar la grandeza de este misterio: Jesus, que es hombre, que habla con el acento de
un barrio concreto de Israel, que se parece a un carpintero llamado José, es el Hijo de
Dios.

En la vida humana, san José fue el maestro de Jesus en su contacto cotidiano. Amaba
a su hijo. San José fue feliz negandose a si mismo tantos placeres personales para
cuidar mejor de Jesus. ¢ No es razon suficiente para que consideremos a este hombre
justo, que es la envidia de todos los héroes de la Biblia que vinieron antes, como un
maestro de la vida espiritual?

La vida interior no es mas que una conversacion continua y directa con Cristo; es un
camino para llegar a ser uno con Jesus. San José puede decirnos muchas cosas sobre
Jesus. Por eso, nunca debemos descuidar la devocion a él-Ite ad Joseph: Id a José,
como dice la tradicion cristiana en palabras del Antiguo Testamento .

San José era un maestro de vida interior, un trabajador profundamente implicado en su
trabajo, un siervo de Dios en continuo contacto con Jesus. "Ite ad José". Con San José,
el cristiano que trabaja en una carrera secular aprende lo que significa pertenecer a
Dios y vivir rectamente entre los demas hombres... es decir, completar la tarea cristiana
de santificar el mundo.

Si conoces a San José, encontraras a Jesus. Si hablas con San José, él te acercara a
Maria. Porque la Unica tarea de San José en la vida fue mostrar a Jesis cOmo ser un
hombre... y proteger a Maria y a esta Sagrada familia.
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Joseph loved Jesus as a father loves his son and showed his love by giving him the
best he could. St. Joseph made Jesus a craftsman. He taught his own professional skill
to him. So the neighbors of Nazareth will call Jesus both the craftsman and the son of
the craftsman. Jesus worked in Joseph’s workshop and by Joseph'’s side.



Think about it... What must Joseph have been like? how must have God’s grace
worked through him so that he was able to complete the task of raising Jesus, the Son
of God! Jesus must have resembled Joseph: in his way of working, in the features of his
character, in his way of speaking. Jesus’ mindset, his eye for detail, the way he sat at
table and broke bread, his preference for using everyday situations to teach the faith —
all this reflects his childhood and the influence of Joseph. It's not possible to ignore this
greatness of this mystery: Jesus who is man, who speaks with the accent of a particular
district of Israel, who resembles a carpenter called Joseph, is the Son of God.

In human life, St. Joseph was Jesus’ master in their daily contact. He loved his son. St.
Joseph was happy to deny himself so many personal pleasures to take better care of
Jesus. Isn’t that reason enough for us to consider this just man, who is the envy of all
the heroes of the Bible that came before, as a master of spiritual life?

The Interior life is nothing but a continual and direct conversation with Christ; it is a
journey to become one with Jesus. St. Joseph can tell us many things about Jesus. So,
we should never neglect devotion to him—Ite ad Joseph: Go to Joseph, as Christian
tradition puts it in the words of the Old Testament .

St. Joseph was A master of interior life, a worker deeply involved in his job, God’s
servant in continual contact with Jesus. “Ite ad Joseph.” With Saint Joseph, the
Christian working in a secular career learns what it means to belong to God and live
rightly among other men... that is to say, complete the Christian task of sanctifying the
world.

If you Get to know St. Joseph and you will find Jesus. If you talk to St. Jospeh, he will
bring you closer to Mary. Because St. Joseph’s only task in life was to show Jesus how
to be a man... and to protect Mary and this Holy family.



